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NEW CHAPTER OF COOPERATION AS
CHINA-MYANMAR TIES TURN 75

China and Myanmar are close
neighbors, bound not only by
mountains and rivers but also
by deep-rooted friendship. For

generations, they have
referred to each other as
"paukphaw," meaning
"siblings" in the Myanmar
language. In fact, Myanmar
was the first non-socialist
country to formally recognize
the People's Republic of China
on June 8, 1950. This year
marks the 75th anniversary of
that historic moment.

In the 1950s, the
China-proposed Five
Principles of Peaceful

Coexistence — mutual respect
for other countries' territorial

integrity and  sovereignty,
non-aggression,
non-interference in  each
other's internal affairs,
equality and mutual benefit,
and peaceful co-existence -
also jointly advocated by
Myanmar and India, became a
key framework for
state-to-state relations,
contributing to building more
just and stable international
relations.

At key moments in global
diplomacy, such as the 1955
Bandung  Conference in
Indonesia, where Asian and
African countries  came
together to promote
cooperation and solidarity
and oppose colonialism and
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imperialism, and the founding

of the Non-Aligned
Movement, China and
Myanmar worked closely

together, amplifying the voice
of developing countries on
the world stage.

In today's increasingly
complex and volatile
international landscape, the
Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence and the
Bandung Spirit continue to
offer guidance in the pursuit
of global fairness and justice,
and promote the
democratization of
international relations.

In the 1960s, through friendly

dialogue and mutual
accommodation, the two
countries successfully

resolved longstanding border
issues, setting an example for
other nations in resolving
boundary disputes. In January
2020, the leaders of both

countries announced the
establishment of a
China-Myanmar community

with a shared future.
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No Fingerprint, No Food: How the UN Is Failing the Rohingya
Some 400 families in refugee camps in Bangladesh have been barred from
receiving aid after refusing to provide biometric data for registration.
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MYANMAR'S JUNTA REJECTS UN LABOR
RESOLUTION AS 'POLITICALLY MOTIVATED'

This 'politically motivated
decision' will have no 'effect'
on employers, workers,
businesses in Myanmar, says
Labor Ministry

Myanmar's junta on Saturday
criticized a United Nations
resolution passed against it
for forced labor and other
labor  practice violations,
calling the decision "politically
motivated."

This "politically motivated
decision" will have no "effect"
on employers, workers, and
businesses in Myanmar, the
junta's Labor Ministry said in a
statement.

The International Labour
Organization (ILO), a
specialized agency of the
UN, invoked Article 33 for the
third time in history on
Thursday, during its 113th
Session in Geneva.

According to the International
Trade Union
Confederation-Asia  Pacific
(ITUC-AP), the article was first
invoked in 2000 for Myanmar
and again in 2023 for Belarus.

The resolution urged the
organization's
constituents—governments,
employers, and workers—to
"take appropriate measures to
ensure that such relations in
no way enable, facilitate, or
prolong the violations of
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workers' rights in respect of
freedom of association and

forced labor" in  any
interactions they may have
with Myanmar military
authorities.

"In particular, any relations
that may contribute or enable
the perpetuation of ongoing
harm or violence or acts of
repression and intimidation of
workers  and employers
peacefully exercising their
fundamental rights through
the support or supply of
military equipment or means,
including jet fuel, or the free
flow of funds to the military
authorities, should be
comprehensively reviewed
with the aim to disable all
means that have abetted or
empowered the perpetuation
of the above-mentioned
egregious violations," the
resolution said.

The ILO also urged relevant
bodies to report any activities
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"that may be found in the
course of their work to have
the effect of directly or
indirectly enabling or abetting
the practice of forced labor or
compulsory labor or violations
of freedom of association in
the country." Meanwhile, the
National Unity Government,
M vy an mar 's
government-in-exile, issued a
statement welcoming the
resolution on the same day it
was invoked.

"This ILO decision is a victory
for the Myanmar people,
achieved through years of
resilience against the
military's  bullets,  various
forms of oppression, sexual
violence against women, and
airstrikes targeting civilians
and schools. It also exposes
the military junta's terrorist
acts to the world" the
statement said.
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