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INDIA NOT A SIGNATORY, UNHCR
CARD NOT VALID HERE, SAYS COURT

A Thane court sentenced
eight Rohingya Muslims to
two years imprisonment and
a fine for illegally entering
and residing in India without
valid documents. The court
ordered their deportation to
Myanmar after their
sentence, emphasizing that
UNHCR cards don't grant
residency rights in India.

Additional sessions judge G T
Pawar on Monday sentenced
eight Rohingya Muslims to two
years of simple imprisonment
and fined Rs 10,000 each for
illegally entering and residing

without

in India
documentation. The court also
ordered their deportation to
Myanmar upon completion of

proper

their sentence. A ninth
accused, who was charged
with abetting their illegal
entry, was acquitted due to a
lack of evidence.

The case dates back to Feb
2024, when the police
received a tip-off about some
foreign nationals living near
the Uttan shore. During a raid
at Chowkgaon, police found
several individuals attempting
to flee. Upon detention, they
were found carrying UNHCR
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cards that confirmed their
Myanmar citizenship.
However, the court clarified
that such cards hold no legal
value in India, as the country is
not a signatory to the 1951
Refugee Convention or its
1967 Protocol. Letters from the
Foreigners Regional
Registration Office and police
authorities further confirmed
that holders of UNHCR cards
are not permitted to reside in
India. Judge Pawar cited SC's
ruling in Mohammad
Salimullah vs Union of India
(2021), which allowed for the
deportation of  Rohingya
Muslims following due
procedure. The court also
referred to past judgments
stating that the burden of
proving citizenship lies on the
accused. During sentencing,
the accused appealed for
mercy on humanitarian
grounds, stating that
conditions in Myanmar were
unsafe. However, the court
rejected the pleqa, noting that
India's population burden and
internal  security concerns
override such considerations.
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UN SLASHES GLOBAL AID PLAN OVER
‘DEEPEST FUND

r

The United Nations said on
Monday that it was drastically
scaling back its global
humanitarian aid plans due to
the “deepest funding cuts
ever” — leaving tens of millions
of people facing dire straits.

The UN’'s Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA) said it was
seeking $29 billion in funding
for 2025 compared to the $44
billion originally requested in
December, in a
“hyper-prioritised” appeal.

UNHCR, the UN refugee
agency, said later on Monday
that it would have to
terminate 3,500 jobs, cutting
30 percent of its workforce

costs, as aid funding
evaporates. Since UsS
President Donald  Trump
returned to office in January,
the United States — the
world’s top donor — has

heavily slashed foreign aid,
causing havoc in the
humanitarian sector across
the globe.

Drastic US funding cuts have
had dramatic consequences
for emergency aid,
vaccination campaigns and
the distribution of drugs to
fight AIDS.

Other major donor countries
have also cut back their
contributions in the face of an
uncertain economic outlook.
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“Brutal funding cuts leave us
with brutal choices,” OCHA
chief Tom Fletcher said in a
statement.

“All we ask is one percent of
what you chose to spend last
year on war.”

‘Cruel’, ‘heartbreaking’

In late April, while visiting a
hospital in Kandahar in
Afghanistan, Fletcher warned:
“The impact of aid cuts is that
millions die.”

Almost halfway through 2025,
the UN has received only $5.6
billion out of the $44 billion
originally sought for this year
— amere 13 percent.

In total, the original plan
covered more than 70
countries and aimed to assist
nearly 190 million vulnerable
people.
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Even SO, that plan
acknowledged that there
were 115 million people the UN
would not be able to reach.

“We have been forced into a
triage of human survival”
Fletcher said on Monday.

The mathematics “is cruel,
and the consequences are
heartbreaking”.

“Too many people will not get
the support they need, but we
will save as many lives as we
can with the resources we are
given,” he said.

Aid will now be directed so
that it can “reach the people
and places facing the most
urgent needs”, with those in
‘extreme or catastrophic
conditions” as the starting
point, said Fletcher.

M Source: myanmar-now.org
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